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Résumé

In the wake of the last parliamentary and presidential elections, Geor-
gian political elites as well as society and public intellectuals look utterly
disoriented. The country under President Shevardnadze seems to be head-
ing to further decline but any more or less realistic alternative to his rule
may be even worse. Nobody appears to know what is feasible and what
is the right thing to do. The pro-Western group in parliament that used to
be widely considered the major driving force behind democratic and mar-
ket reforms could be hopelessly discredited by their association with elec-
toral irregularities and corrupted and inefficient government; but if they
openly break with President Shevardnadze – as some people suggest they
should – will it be a good thing for the country or just a noble but
desperate, if not politically irresponsible, move?

A public discussion held by the Caucasian Institute for Peace, Democ-
racy and Development on May 28, 2000 linked these hot issues of the day
with a more general question: how can commitment to political principles
be properly combined with flexibility and pragmatism without which ‘nor-
mal’ politics cannot work? Why is it that Georgian political elite fails to
find the practicable middle ground and oscillates instead between the ‘ir-
reconcilable’ romanticist stance, on the one hand, and the attitude of ‘this
is politics, therefore everything is allowed’, on the other. Contributions
from social scientists, NGO and political party activists and other partici-
pants comprise this booklet. Both the organization of the discussion and
the publication of its proceedings were made possible with the help of
CordAid foundation (Netherlands).
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